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AusVELS: Level 2
Science Understanding – Earth and space sciences (ACSSU032)
Science as a Human Endeavour – Nature and development of science (ACSHE034)
 – Use and influence of science (ACSHE035)
Science Inquiry Skills – Processing and analysing data and information (ACSIS040)

Before we go
•	 Show students a glass of water and ask 

them to think about how water is used in 
their home, school and local community. 
List their ideas on the whiteboard.

•	 Ask students to draw how they think 
water gets to their home or to the school. 
Students share and justify their ideas.

•	 As a class, create a representation of 
how water gets to the home, school or 
community. Add to this representation 
examples of different ways people use 
water.

•	 Explain to students that they will be 
going for a walk around the local area 
to look at different ways in which water 
is used, transferred and stored. Develop 
an ideas bank of possibilities such as 
watering plants and drinking (uses), 
roadside gutters and roof downpipes 
(transfer), and water tanks (storage).

•	 Organise students into small groups 
for the walk and provide them with 
the Water use chart (p.3). Students use 
suggestions from the ideas bank to 

identify what they will be looking for on 
the walk. Demonstrate use of the chart 
to record the type of water use and the 
number of instances students observe it 
on the walk. Encourage students to find 
as many different uses as they can.

•	 Student observations of water tanks in 
yards where town water is the norm, 
or of garden mulch, could be used in a 
class discussion afterwards about water 
conservation. 
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Out and about
•	 Students use their Water use chart to 

focus their observation of how water is 
being used in the local community.

•	 As students walk, encourage them to 
observe carefully so that they record all 
instances of their identified water uses. 
Prompt students to think about other 
ways water is used that they may not 
have thought about previously. 

•	 Probe student’s thinking about how 
water is used, transferred or stored by 
referring to things they may observe on 
the walk, for example:

 » The plants in the gardens are looking 
healthy. What do they need to remain 
healthy? How are the homeowners 
helping?

 » Where does the water go when it 
runs off your roof after rain?

 » Where does the water in a garden 
tap come from?

•	 Encourage students to record any 
interesting things they observe about 
water use, transfer or storage.
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	observe the different ways water is used by the community 
•	make suggestions for conserving this resource
•	sort and record information

Suggested time 
Before we go: 45 minutes
Walk: 20–30 minutes
When we get back: 30–60 minutes
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When we get back
Water use 

•	 Groups collate and organise their 
Water use chart information for a 
class presentation. Groups could 
choose to present their information 
as pictographs, maps or other visual 
representations. 

•	 Each group reports on different uses of 
water, who uses it and the number of 
times each use was observed.

•	 Ask students to think about a drought 
situation and discuss ways they 
observed people conserving water.  

•	 Revisit the representation of how 
water reaches and is used by people. 
Add to or amend it in light of the walk 
information. 

•	 Students could audit the school grounds 
to identify the different ways the school 
community is using and conserving water.

Monitoring rainfall

•	 Students list ideas about where to find 
information sources for rainfall in the 
local area and different parts of Victoria. 

•	 Show students where rainfall data is 
located in newspapers, on the Bureau 
of Meteorology website, or through 

smartphone weather applications.

•	 Discuss who would need information 
about rainfall and why they need to 
monitor it (e.g. farmers, for watering 
crops).

•	 Discuss how rainfall is measured using 
millimetres. Students could use rainfall 
data from one of the information 
sources or measure it in a rain gauge.

•	 Create a class table for recording rainfall 
over a period of time, such as a week 
or month. The class could graph the 
information from the table and discuss 
the results.

AusVELS Level 2
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Science 
Understanding

Earth and space sciences
Earth’s resources, including water, are used in a variety of 
ways (ACSSU032) 

•	 identifying the Earth’s resources including water, soil and 
minerals, and describing how they are used in the school

•	 describing how a resource such as water is transferred from 
its source to its point of use

Science as 
a Human 
Endeavour

Nature and development of science 
Science involves asking questions about, and describing 
changes in, objects and events (ACSHE034)

•	 identifying and describing sources of water

Use and influence of science
People use science in their daily lives, including when caring 
for their environment and living things (ACSHE035)

•	 monitoring information about the environment and Earth’s 
resources, such as rainfall, water levels and temperature 

•	 discuss how to graph data presented in a table

Science  
Inquiry Skills

Processing and analysing data and information
Use a range of methods to sort information, including 
drawings and provided tables (ACSIS040)

•	 constructing column and picture graphs with teacher 
guidance to record gathered information 

•	 sorting information in provided tables or graphic organisers

Useful links
Rainfall data 
www.bom.gov.au

Weather app 
apps.weatherzone.com.au/
weatherzone-plus

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 identify the uses of Earth’s resource, water 
•	 describe how water is transported from its source to its point of use
•	 make suggestions about what actions could be taken to conserve water
•	 monitor rainfall by interpreting rainfall data

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 monitor rainfall at home by recording rainfall with a rain gauge
•	 discuss what actions they have taken to conserve water. Students could report 

this information to the class, which may include photos of actions such as water 
tanks, mulch and drip catchers under taps

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 glass of water

•	 Water use chart (p.3) (one per group)

•	 pencils

•	 large sheets of paper

•	 newspapers (weather section)

•	 smartphones with weather 
applications (optional)

http://www.bom.gov.au/
apps.weatherzone.com.au/weatherzone-plus
apps.weatherzone.com.au/weatherzone-plus
www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
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Group name:

Other interesting observations:

Water use chart

How is water being used, 
transferred or stored? Who uses the water? Number of times I observed it


